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 "So, did I make the list?" asked Becca. Becca, for those of you new to this 

post, is my miniature Australian Shepherd. She's a bit obnoxious, even on 

her good days. 

  

"No, you did not," I told her. 

  

"What list is that?" Cassidy asked. Cassidy is my other Australian Shepherd, 

the normal sized one. She usually doesn't get involved in these 

conversations. I don't know why. 

  

"It's the list of the 10 most peaceful, meaning quiet, dogs," I told her. 

  

"Makes sense," said Cassidy, and she left to go back outside to bark at the 

joggers, birds, trees, grass, and anything that moves. 

  

"Well, I don't believe that list," Becca said. "Who made the list?" 

  

"The Scottish Deerhound..." "A beast you wouldn't want to encounter on a 

dark night in a graveyard," Becca said. "A Greyhound...." "Tell that to 

Richard," Becca grinned. "And he thinks I bark a lot." "You do," I told her. 

  

"What else," she said. "Well, spaniels, St. Bernards, Goldens, Labs, Basset 

Hounds...." "They just howl," Becca said. "I  think they call it baying," I told 

her. "Still  lots of noise," she said. "I'm quieter than any of those dogs," she 

said. "Chihuahuas..." "I  don't think so," Becca commented. "I  think that list 

is rigged. I wanna talk about something else."  Her attention span is rather 

short. 

  

"Okay, what?" 

  



"When are we going to the new space hotel? It's going to be built by 2027. 

Covid should be over by then. And I hear the restaurant has good 

atmosphere." Becca started to reverse sneeze, she was laughing so hard at 

her own joke. She's been watching the Colbert show. Neil deGrasse Tyson 

was on. That was his joke. 

  

"Even if  I started saving now, I'd never be able to afford to go, let alone take 

you," I told her. 

  

"But they said it would only cost as much as going on a cruise," Becca 

protested. "You've been on cruises. I wanna go," she started whining. "You 

never take me anywhere. You won't do anything I want to do." She started to 

howl. 

  

"Becca, you sound like a Basset Hound right now. And you've been 

watching the movie The Santa Claus again. Those are the same excuses 

Scott's (Santa) kid gave him when he didn't want to put on the suit and get 

into the sleigh. You don't even like traveling in the car, what makes you 

think you want to strap a huge-a.." "Watch your language," she said, "on 

your a..." "Careful..." "anterior regions?" 

  

"Well," she said, "you want to go, don't you?" 

  

She's right about that. Can you imagine seeing the earth from space? The 

part of 2001: A Space Odyssey that I like the most is the shot of the earth 

rising over the moon, with Also sprach Zarathustra thundering in the 

background.  Oh to be able to see that. 

  

This new space hotel is being built by Orbital Assembly Corporation and it 

will  house 280 guests and 112 crew. They plan on weightless recreational 

activities, space food like freeze dried ice cream, and, of course, incredible 

views. 

  

"Well, if  we can't go to space, where else can we go? You're getting your 

second shot next week, so you can probably go anywhere you want," she 

said. 

  

"Well, it will  be safer to travel," I told her. "But I think I'll  wait until we can 

safely take off our masks without risking getting sick or making someone 

else sick. It won't be long." 

  

"Well, just make sure you keep your AAA  membership up to date," Becca 

said. "You don't know when your battery will  freeze and blow up." She's 



right about that, too. This week the battery conveniently died on the day that 

I had both a dental appointment and dent repair on the car scheduled. 

  

"And you might want to tell AAA  where you live. They think you're in 

Utah," she started laughing again and I booted her out the door to join 

Cassidy barking at imaginary squirrels. 

  

But she's right about that, too. When I called AAA,  the automated response 

asked me if  I was in Utah. When I said no, the voice pleasantly said, "Okay. 

Please tell me the state you are calling from. Examples are, Florida, Texas or 

California." By the time I picked myself off the floor from laughing so hard, 

I had to start the call all over again. 

  

I should have tried telling AAA  that I was calling from space and I needed a 

tow to get home. 
 

 

Looking Way Ahead to 2022 

Block of the Month, in batiks 
 

I'm looking for 

expressions of 

interest for this 

Block of the 

Month quilt.   

Here's how it will 

work:   Each 

month, 

beginning in 

January, you will 

receive a kit for 

certain blocks in 

this quilt.   Each 

month 

thereafter, you 

will receive the 

next installment 

until you have all 

the blocks and 

fabric.  

 

 

 

 

First I need to know if I have enough interest.   Then, if I do, I will  order 

 

 



all the fabric (I must have my order in by June), and I will be taking 

down payments for the quilt, which will guarantee  that you will  receive a 

kit each month.  

 

I think each kit will cost app. $25 -$30, and I am hoping it will be in the 

$25 (possibly less) range.   That's app. $300 (or less) to make the quilt 

top, which is 88" X 112".   

 

If you are not familiar with how this kind of BOM wo rks, I will keep your 

credit card on file and I'll charge the card each month.   You can also 

prepay up front, and I'll give you a 10% discount if you do.  

 

I am also going to start charging for the kits starting in October.   That 

means by January, you will have paid for 4 blocks of the quilt and you 

will receive your first four blocks at once.  

 

We don't usually do these kind of quilts, mainly because of the logistics 

involved.   But it is a cool quilt, unusual design, not like many of the 

block of the months that are offered from the various companies.  

 

So if you're interested, first just let me know.   Once I know how many 

are interested, I will do the final math and let you know the cost of the 

quilt and how much the down payment will be.  

 

 

  

WHAT'S NEW!! 

Hofman:  

      



      

  

  

 

 

Clothworks:  

 

Snarky Cats  
  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

Anthology:  



  

    

  

  

 

 

Moda:  

  

  

 

jelly rolls, charms, 

layer cakes  



 

kit  

 

pattern  
 

pattern  

 

From In the Beginning: Note:   Kits are gone but we still have fabric  

-- not much of the green or the border stripe  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 



 

From Robert Kaufman & Windham  

  

    

 

wide back  

  

 

 

From M & S Textiles:  

  

  

  



  

  

  

 

 

 

From Northcott:  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

From Moda:  


