Around the ¥ Block

July 17, 2020

We need a chicken story right about now.

Chickens, as you know, are funny creatures. Their name is funr
Ask any comedian and she'll tell you that if you insert the word
chicken somewhere in the routine, you'll get a laugh.

So for all of you who raisehickens, and believe me those of us
who don't are extremely grateful to those of you who do, here's
some advice to keep your chickens from getting bored being co
up all day.

Did you catch that joke? Cooped up? Pandemic, being bored be
cooped up?

"Get on with it," Becca interjected. "They get it. They're not durmr
like chickens."

"Becca, that's not nice and how do you know chickens are dumt
"Because of the rest of your story. Get on with it." Becca, if you
don't know, is my sassypinionated mini Australian shepherd wh
never uses the fun and expensive things | get for her to make h
life better. Like a fancy dog house, elevated dog cots and...

"Get on with it!"

Well, this is a do it yourself chicken toy. Hang a cabbage from ¢
rope. First, you need a cabbage...




"Duh,” said Becca. "You're not writing to chickensl§nore her,
please.

...and a rope and a drill. Drill a hole in the cabbage and string it
The chickens will pick at it, thus encouraging their natural forag
instincts, and it gives them something to do while cooped up. Ki
like tether ball for chickens.

"Maybe | could hang a bone from a rope for you," | told Becca. '
put it just out of your teeth range, so you'd have to jump all day
get it."

"That's mea," Becca said. "Besides, Cassidy would be able to ri
it and then I'd just take it from her."

"That's mean, Becca." "You started it." "No | didn't." "Yes you di
"No I..." It's best not to argue with a mini Australian shepherd. Y
rarely win.

So Itold you last week that | bought elevated dog cots for the
beasts. They don't use them, and 3 P
here's the picture to prove it.

So this week | bought them a swamp
cooler. Yes, I've taken pity on them
because it's hot. | did this once befol
when | had an old dog that | couldn't
leave inside, where it's naturally
cooler even though I don't have air. |
set up the swamp cooler in the garac
to help give him some relief from the
heat.

This swamp cooler is bigger and | can attach a hose to it for a
continuous water supply for a contiows cooling process. | haven
tried it yet. | suspect | will have a swamp cooler on top of the de
and the dogs underneath the deck, not sitting on the elevated d
cots, in front of a cooling breeze.

Things not to miss this weekend: We get 5 planetsnate in the
sky, 6 if you count earth and 7 if you count the moon.

"The moon's not a planet,” Becca interjected. "Remember, you'r




writing to people, not stupid chickens."”

"Becca, that's not.....Becca, you're right, the moon's not a plane
it is acelestial object, so we can count it."

Anyway, Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter and Saturn will all be in
sky at the same time. Early Sunday morning, about 2 hours bef
sunrise, so set your alarms.

Look to the southwest and you'll sdapiter sinking into the west,
Saturn will be visible just above and to the right. Then head sou
and you'll find Mars above the southeastern sky, then over to th
northeast and you'll spot Venus. All of these are visible without
binoculars. Mercury is &ttle more difficult so you'll probably nee
binocs to see it. It will rise in the northeast about 45 minutes be
sunrise. If you use binoculars, you might be able to see 4 of
Jupiter's moons. Cool.

And don't miss comet Neowise. It won't be back fo8( years.
Look northwest under the big dipper after sunset.

Thet -shirts For those of you
who have

are here! All contributed 100+

sizes! you will get a free t -
shirt.

The art work is by

Adam Orla - I'm also selling them

Bukowski, a local for $20, with the

Cheyenne artist. pro ceeds being split

among the store,
the artist and the
Hospital Foundation.
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Christmas Card line
Also have layer cakes
and jelly rolls.

A Canvas to go with
some canvas prints:
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Fabri - Quilt
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~ And one other |
couldn't grab a pic for

We 1 kit

We will have limited
kits: 2 maybe 3.
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