Spooky Eerie Superstitions

I miss typed when the Full Moon is. I
mean, | really missed it. The shop
calendar (the one | make) put the Toad
Toter Sale (ful | moon sale) on the 11th.
Nope.

Friday the 13th
IS the Full
Harvest Moon!

And we will celebrate with a store wide sale, not just for Toad Toters.
Here's the deal:

If you are a Toad Toter and you bring your bag, you can get 25% off
anything in the store. Sale for Toad Toters runs from 10 -6.

If you are not a Toad Toter (or you don't have your bag with you)
you can get 20% off anything in the store. SALE FOR YOU, NON
TOAD TOTERS, RUNS FROM 1  -6.

Normally purchases are limited to what you can stuff into a bag. We'll
ignore that rule for Friday.

So don't be afraid of black cats, walking under ladders, cracks in
sidewalks and shouting "Macbeth" in a theater. Celebrate the weird

coincidence that we haven't had a Friday the 13th Harvest Moon for 13
years.
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Remember the Swifer guy | wanted to mar@ got even betteriNow he
uses Mr. Clean wipes to clean the microwave and the stove and other
in the kitchen.That means he cookdt can't get any better than that.




But | am torn between him and JoWayne. Richard brought me a postce
of a young John Wayne, wearing a big black hat, bow tie and double
breasted overcoat with broad padded out shoulders. He's smiling sligh
looking slightly off cameraGorgeous.l'd marry him in a heartbeat .but
.... okay, | know he's dead and he was a smoBerthat's a deal breaker fc
me.

"Who is John Wayne," Becca interrupted.

"You're joking, right?" | asked heiShe grinned.She's watched The Quiei
Man with me. She knows who he is.

"You're living in the wrong generation,” she saitilo one knows who this
guy is. Besides, why would you marry himAe's too tall. He wouldn't fit
on your bed and if you put a larger bed in your room, there wouldn't be
enough room for mel refuse to give up myda for John Wayne."

"Becca, we're not talking about this."

"Okay." Hmm. That was too easyBecca never gives up this easily.
"Becca.....I?"

"Rabbit Rabbit," she said'?"

"You're supposed to say Rabbit Rabbit on the first day of every month
because it brings luck," she said.

"But it's not the first of the month," | pointed out.

"But it is Friday the 18. And it is a full moon, so we should be talking
about silly superstitions."

Once again, Becca is right about th80b here are some of Becca's things
avoid because if you don't, you'll bring on the bad luakd especially on
a day that we honoisahe bad luck dayFriday the 13.

1. Don't leave your chopsticks straight up & down in your bowl.
Reason:In Japan, they look like the number 4, which is unlucky.

2. Don't whistle indoors Reason:In Lithuania its believed to
summon demons.

3. Avoid sleeping with your head facing nortReason:In Japan
it's bad luck because that's the direction the dead are laid t¢Ih@shot
making this up, but I'm also not into verifying all of this, aket it with a
grain of salt, which you're supposed to throw over your shoulder if you

it.)

4. Don't sleep with your head facing we&eason: Same thing as
Japan, but this one comes from Afriddorth must be safe in African
Wyoming, you never put your bedroom in the northwest corner of your
house.But that has nothing to do with superstitidtis because the wind




relentlessly pounds the northwest corner of houses here.

5. Don't get your hair cut on TuesdayReason:In India it causes
bad luck. Remember, though, aliens only come on Tuesday ni@usf
you want to meet one, you don't want to be getting your haircut at that

6. Knitting outside can prolong winteReason:In Iceland knitting
or doing any needlework outside keeps the temps ddbakes sense, in a
way. Well, no it doesn't.No one in their right mind would knit outside in
cold weather.Unless you live in Iceland, | guess.

7. Only go to the hospital oWednesdaysOkay, before | give you
the reason, | can just see the tv ads for health care[dlandays are dentis
days, Tuesday you go to the doctor, Wednesday is for hospitals, Thurs
you get your hair cut because you can't do that on Tuesdayfsastgion
#5), and Friday is reserved for the eye doc&won Friday, the woman in
labor who has to get to the hospital but is determined to wait hollers at
husband:"Don't mess with my discountl can hold it 'till next
Wednesday."Anyway, reason: It's an old wives tale, which by definition
means a superstition or traditional belief that is regarded as unscientifit
incorrect.

8. Don't wear red during a stornReason: In the Philippines it is
believed red attracts lighting.

9. Don't trim your nails or chew gum at niglReason:In Japan,
trimming nails at night causes premature death and in Turkey chewing
at night is the equivalent of chewing on the flesh of the dBagheat after
me: | will not be a Zomkbe. | will not be a Zombie.

10. Don't jump over a childSeriously. This is a superstitionWhy
anyone would want to do that is beyond me, but the reasdn ®irkey, if
you do this, it curses the child....forever.

"Wait a minute," Beca interrupted.’l can think of some children, or aduli
that act like children, that maybe you should jump ovidrat's a useful
superstition."

"Becca, that's not nice."

"But it's true. But you forget to put into your list to be wary of full moons
Full moons and chaos go hand in hand, or paw in p&hké grinned.”And
it's the full moon todayOn Friday the 18. Are you going out to watch th
moon rise tonight?"

"Yup. The moon rises around 7:3@.it's clear, I'll be sitting at the end of
road out by my house, listening to a book tape and watching the moon
up. It should be beautifulAnd non chaotic.And no aliens, because it's
Friday, not Tuesday."

"You're weird," Becca said.

Odd things around towactually Ft. Collins




I've been to Ft. Collins a lot these past couple of months.had to make multiple trips to solve what
should be simple problems.

I needed new contacts and | couldn't get in with my regular eye doc in Cheyenne until late Sefgeml
| chose a place in Ft. Collins that got me in within a weBkeat, | thought.

Four trips later, I'm not sure it was worth it: initial appointmdmntback to pick up contacts, then back
for another appointment because the first contacts didn't work, then back to back up new contacts, |
didn't work either.Sigh.

Fortunately, | was able to time these trips to visits with the Subaru dealelrtbp.on my fifth trip next
week to fix a recurring problemAlthough the solution may be to buy a new cagain. Sigh.

And I've learned a few things on these multiple tripsst, don't take Prospect Ave right now because
school is starting, consiction blockades are everywhere, and no one in Ft. Collins knows any other
east/west street than Prospéelcswear the whole town was parked on that street yestettlasas a good
reminder as to why | don't want to live in Ft. Collins.

On the other handhere are strange things that you might not see anywherd &ss:leaving the
dealership, headed south to Harmony to avoid the pile up on Prospect, and saw a store on the east
college called Christy's Sport8Vhich wasn't too unusual untiby looked at the bottom part of the sign:
Ski & Patio. That was not a pairing that | expecte&hd then across the street was a guy with a sign in
his hands hawking REPTILESSo within a block of each other, you could buy skis for winter, patio
furniture for summer and a lizard to hangout in your tree.
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