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Highlights

I want to highlight a couple of classes that you shouldn't miss.

The first is the Zippered Pouches class next Thursday. The project takes a fat
quarter and a zipper. We have zippers in multiple colors. If you haven't put in a
zipper since 7th grade, it's a lot easier than you remember. And once learned, you
can make zippered bags of all sizes, shapes & materials. Great for gifts, great to
carry small projects, great to hold money. All sorts of things.

The second is Potluck, the collaborative quilt, which is next Saturday (not
tomorrow). You don't need a partner (although, if you bring a friend the class is 2
for the price of 1). This quilt is all about color, design, pattern and creativity.

Some of the blocks are a little free form, which means we happily chop off points,
cut blocks in half, or add fabrics here & there just to make it work. And the class
will begin to nudge you out of your box, your safe space, your normal. And that's a
good thing. I can't wait to start. I have some orphan blocks I plan to use, I have
my main fabric chosen, and I'm eager to get started. Join us. It will be fun and
inspiring.
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Word to the wise. Avoid anything white on the road. Especially at night.
When the black stripe part disappears into the pavement, and you don't
realize what you've run over until you feel a bump....and then the smell. It
will take days to fade. It's that time of year.

But that's not what | what to talk about. No, it's time to talk about advertising
on tv. This time of year the ads get a little crazy. Maybe it's because the
advertisers slap them together quickly in anticipation of the holiday season.
Perhaps they need to add to their year end bottom line, so they don't put as
much work into them. Or maybe | just notice them more.

Take this one, for example. The new Bo Flex Max Trainer. The ad shows
physically fit people, working hard on the machine. The voice over says,
"Just listen to what these real people are saying"” about the machine. I really
didn't care what they had to say because | was wondering what the unreal
people might be saying about the machine. I guess, these days, we need to
distinguish between the two.

And then there's the Generac Generator, which I'm sure is a great little
power generator for use when the power goes out. But the ad is basically
selling fear: The voice over says our electric grid is aging (which is true).
The voice then says the grid is vulnerable to weather (slide of a lightning
bolt striking the ground in front of multiple power conducting towers); and
it's vulnerable to cyber terrorism (slide of two guys in hoodies-the ultimate
scarer outerwear-sitting in front of multiple computer terminals).

The voice over continues, with pictures of people lighting candles, scared
kids doing homework by flashlight and people huddled under blankets in
front of a raging fireplace that if it were real, would be so hot that you'd have
to wear shorts. And the voice says, "No air conditioning, no heat" - and
here's the kicker, supposedly the most important reason to get a generator -
"We can't even charge our smart phones (picture of a dead cell phone)."
Seriously. That is the last thing in my list of worst things that happens when
the power goes out: Oh my god, | can't charge my smart phone, | need to
run out & buy a power generator for $2,000.

Now, don't send letters. I'm tied to my smart phone, like almost everyone
else. Smart phones have become invaluable, so much so that we have to get
new ones every year. You know what I'm talking about. Anything over two
years old and they just don't really work right. We can't live without smart
phones these days, from texting, to tweeting, to getting email, to looking up
the capitol of Ohio, to finding out which actor played Star Lord, Pratt or
Pine, to getting national alerts for weather related stuff thousands of miles




away. You know, important stuff.

You also need a smart phone when traveling, by yourself or with a group, or
even shopping, by yourself or with a group. "Where are you?" "In produce."
"Okay, meet you at the meat counter in 2." Or "Are you okay with lunch
around 1?" "Yes." Then an hour later. "Where?" "Corner of F and 9"."
"Approaching.” "l see you." This is the texting version of GPS. Before we
had smart phones, we wandering aimlessly in super markets, looking up &
down aisles for whomever we came with.

But smart phones are essential these days when traveling: to keep connected
to everyone, to access maps to know which street to turn on, to take pictures
of stuff you see. | am grateful to my niece for taking care of me when I was
in D.C. by getting me a better charger for my phone (with my old charger |
was lucky to get 40% charged in 36 hours) and supplying me with an
alternate means of charging while | was traveling. It's better. It's safer. And |
get all of that. But somehow | suspect that charging the smart phone will be
the last thing on my list of priorities if the power goes out for more than 4
hours, or 2 days, or 4 months.

Now, not all ads are scary or inane. On the bright side of ads is the new
Arby's ad for gyros. Whoever writes for Arby's has a great sense of humor.
The new ad says, "Now, at Arby's you can get 30 gyros for $90." That made
me look up at the tv to see if | had heard it correctly. The ad went on, "Or
for those who aren't trying to cater a Greek family reunion, they're 2 for $6."

Sometimes the ads are worth watching. It's important to keep the lips
upturned these days.

WHAT'S NEW!!

Notions: Wool threads, lots of colors on smaller spools; applique pressing sheet;
patterns; threads

From Benartex & RIR:
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From Northcott:
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From Robert Kaufman:
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From Henry Glass:

From Henry Glass: All flannels




SIGN UP FOR LONG ARM
QUILTING CLASSES TODAY!

Classes are on Wednesdays and some Saturdays: 10:30-1:30; 2:30-5:30,
or 6-8:30. Check the calendar for dates. Only 4 to a class.

Rentals have started for those who have taken the class. Tuesdays and




Fridays, and a couple of Saturday and Sunday rentals. Check the
calendar for rentals. Generally, there are 2 rentals times per day:
10:30-2 and 2:30-6. $25/hr or $85 for 3 1/2 hours. $50 minimum. Plus
$5/bobbin for thread. Most quilts (double and smaller), even for
beginners, will take about 2 1/2-3 hours. We will discuss what you plan
to do on your quilt and will help you estimate how long it will take.

Class descriptions follow the calendar, so keep
scrolling. Classes are listed alphabetically.

October 2018
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If you've never made a pillow case, or just want some time to sew a pillow case,
this class is for you. This is a great mother/daughter styled class and pillow
cases make great presents!

Pot luck 2nd Sat/month 1-6 Ginger Newman $25 or two for the
price of 1(bring a friend)

Collaborate with a friend and discover true freedom to create your own quilt that
is beautifully unique. You and your friend will collaborate on the colors

blocks and settings for your quilts. You will share blocks, fiediy & e
share fabric and share ideas. But you will make and design COLU\ENE AGAIN
your own quilt. The blocks are taken from Gwen Marston

and FreddyMoran's Collaborative Quilting books. Each month

we will teach a new block, plan a new row, try a new design.

It's collaborative and you will have a quilt with its own

unique voice and story to tell. This is the first in a series of
freeform/collaborative quilts we want to pursue this fall and

spring. Join the fun and let your imagination run wild.

Spoon Quilting TBA Sandra Freeburg $25 Watch

the calendar or call for dates

No more sore fingers! Learn to Spoon Quilt, with a special spoon quilting tool.
This tool helps you keep your stitches tiny and even without pricking your finger.
Need to have basic quilting skills (rocking motion quilting).

Take 5 Quilt, Wed Dec 19 10:30-5 Barb
Boyer $20

In 5 minutes you can find 5 fabrics and in 5 hours you
will have a quilt. You can do it, but most people take a
little longer. This is a quick & easy quilt. It's great for a
kid's quilt, a dorm quilt, or just a quilt to showcase big
and bold prints. Come sew all and see how far you

get!

Toy Bags Sat Dec 1, 4-6 OR Thurs. Dec 6, 2-5 OR Thurs Dec 13
2-5 Ginger Newman $20

Bags and bags and bags. Make these reusable toy/gift bags for quick wrapped
presents. You can make them any size, even large enough to fit a quilt! These




are fast sewn, quickly done, so you can make bunches for Christmas.

T-Shirt Quilt Sept 3, 24; Oct. 8 & 29 10:30-5 Barb Boyer $20
Learn to design your own t-shirt quilt. The class consists of 2 parts: getting the
t-shirts ready and designing your quilt top. In the first class we get the shirts
ready for stitching. How many shirts? Your choice, but 10-20 will work. The
second class is designing and that's where I help. There are 4 session

Loy (Tl

Zippered Pouches
Oct. 11 10-1 OR Sat Oct 20 10-1 Sue Frerich $20
Bags and bags and bags. This little zippered pouch is useful for

all sorts of ~ '-;:," 5 5/

things: English paper piecing projects, embroidery, wool

applique, and for non quilters, everything you've ever wanted

to stuff into a cute bag. And it comes in different sizes! This

class will teach how to add zippers, something some of us Becca Bass
haven't done since 7th grade.

Nolting Longarm Machines

Nolting has 5 main machines, each with different reaches: from 17" to
30" depending on the machine. They are sold with or without a frame,
but after I saw & helped set up one of the steel frames this week, I
recommend buying the frame. All machines, except for the Standard--
the most economical machine-- have a stitch regulator. I recommend a
stitch regulator. All machines can be equipped with a computer and
there are a couple of different ones to choose from. In addition, you can
get an extended table base so that you can use rulers, you can get
larger bobbins on some of the models and on the frames you can get
hydraulic lifts to raise and lower the tables. In the coming weeks, I will
print out more information on each model.

The best entry level machine is the Fun Quilter. It comes in
17", 20" & 23" reach. It comes with the Intellistitch
Equalizer stitch regulator, standard speed control,
needle up/down, and fixed handles in the front & rear.
This machine can also be equipped with a computer.




The Pro Machine has the Intellistitch Turbo stitch regulator, single stitch
option, standard speed control, needle up/down and customizable
handles in the :

front & rear. The
Pro Machine
comes in 20", 24"
and 30" reach with
10-12" of inside
height. There are
easy dials on the
front to set stitch
length and other
options. This .
machine can also i
be equipped with a computer.

\ — ,f Sunixs 24

g

NOLTING FEF/E

The NV Machine is the newest in the fleet of Nolting machines. This
machine has a touch screen with progra
mmable stitch B ]
regulation. You
can stitch in 4
different stitch
modes plus

single stitch and
needleup/down. It
also has an
adjustable
brightness LED
work light. This
machine can also
be equipped with a
computer.

Nolting also has a commercial machine with the Intellistitch Equalizer
stitch regulator, standard speed control, needle up/down, and fixed
handles in the front & rear. This machine can also be equipped with a
computer.

HAND EMBROIDERY CLUB
If you want to learn to hand embroider or just brush up your technique, join us on the second
Saturday of the month from 10 to noon. We use printed patterns and some vintage free patterns
that you can embroider, embellish and color. Depending on the projects, each month Kathy Sconce
shows us a new stitch to try, plus, she guides us through thread choices, how to knot, fabrics to

use, and tracing techniques.
Kekkhkhkhkhkhhhhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhhhkhkhkkd

Knit Pickin' Club
This is another get-together class to sit & knit, work on our projects, share information and get
some help. We will share techniques, suggest patterns, but mainly we'll sit & knit (or pick).




Toad Toters
On full moon days (as noted in the calendar) you will get 20% off all purchases (not otherwise
discounted) that you can fit in your bag. You must bring your bag to participate.

Full Moon Days: Sept. 24, Oct. 24, Nov. 23, Dec. 23

Discount Policy

We will honor only one discount -- whichever is largest. You can't combine a 10% with a 25%
discount to get a 35% discount. On this we can't be bribed."

Color of the Month
September orange, October Halloween, November red, December Christmas

Join the fun and come feel the difference of quality fabrics.

Happy quilting!

Sincerely, Barbara Boyer
Around the Block
307-433-9555
www.aroundtheblockquilts.com

Around the Block, 453 Vandehie Suite 120, Cheyenne, WY 82009
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