
Come to the Show!  

Don't forget the Cheyenne Heritage Quilt Show, August 16 -18.   Admission:   Free!  

First United Methodist Church, 108 E 18th  

Show times:   Aug 16 from 3 -8; Aug 17 10 -5; Aug 18 10 -4.  

Sue Frerich is the featured quilter, so you will see many of her wonderful 

quilts hanging at the show.  

Demonstrations on Aug 18:    

11 am Laraine Hutchinson, Make & Take project   

12 pm Barb Boyer, prepare your quilt for long arm quilting  

1 pm Penny Olive, f ree motion quilt techniques  

 

The show also has vendors.   I will have a booth and there will be a scissor sharpening 

vendor.  

 

 

August 10, 2018 
 

 

 

"Are we watching for aliens this weekend?" Becca asked. "You know the 

Perseid Meteor showers peek this weekend."  How she knows this stuff is 

beyond me. 

 

"I thought you were into coyote watching," I said.  

"No, that's Cassidy's deal. I don't know what she sees in them. The one this 

morning was even a bit scary. Mangy and thin with big ears." 

"Well, she's protecting the backyard and you. The one we saw this morning 

was a little one and it was still bigger than you. I didn't see you over by the 

fence barking. You were on the deck behind me." 

"There's smart and then there's stupid," she said. I didn't ask her which one 

she was. 

"You don't have your alien watching cot yet," Becca said, bringing the 



conversation back to the meteors. 

"I can use the other lounge chair. It will be fine." 

"What will I sit on, then," she protested. 

"Probably my lap." Becca walked off in a huff. 

This year should be a good Perseid watching year. The moon is new, so the 

skies will be dark. The Perseids' radient, or where the meteors appear to 

come from, is between the constellations Camelopardalis (the giraffe) and 

Perseus (the hero) (look to the northeast), and they are caused by dust 

particles breaking off from the Swift-Tuttle comet.   

Every year, earth passes through the debris left behind and, thus, we get 

"falling stars." 

Now, just a tip about the phrase, falling stars: They aren't really falling stars. 

Becca had wandered back and she started chuckling. She doesn't really 

laugh; it sounds a little more like reverse sneezing. 

"Everybody knows the stars aren't falling," she said. 

"Well one science writer felt obliged to explain that 'meteors are happening 

right here at home, above Earth's surface, and are independent of the distant 

background stars. The light we see streaking across the sky is occurring 

within Earth's atmosphere,' " I quoted. 

"Like I said, everyone knows that. But did you know that the meteors are 

traveling about 132,000 miles per hour? Even Cassidy can't run that fast. 

And they get between 3,000 and 10,000 degrees Fahrenheit as they burn up. 

And we may get to see 60-80 meteors an hour." Don't ask how she knows 

this stuff. I cut the wifi to her dog house months ago. 

The streaks of light are caused when the meteor particle's kinetic energy 

ionizes the air molecules and leaves a trail of glowing gas. The trail is not 

very wide, maybe a few feet, but the trail itself can be miles long. And they 

can glow different colors: red is from the glowing air molecules, and the 

yellows, blues, greens and violets come from the minerals (sodium, iron, 

magnesium) that are vaporized. The duration of a meteor shower is based on 

how wide the debris trail from the comet is. The Perseids actually begin in 

July and go through August, but the peak is this weekend, mainly Sunday 

night/Monday morning. 

Generally, the most meteors are seen once the "radient" is overhead-that's 

when the entire sky is moving directly into the debris field. But sometimes 

the long meteor trails are seen earlier. These meteors are often 

called "earthgrazers" because they are more likely to skin the atmosphere, 

causing long blazing trails. 

The Swift-Tuttle comet last flew by earth in 1992 and is on a 133 

(approximate) orbit.  It won't be back in the vicinity of earth until about 

2126.  In 3044 it may have a true close encounter with earth, when it's 

supposed to come within 1 million miles. In 4479 it's supposed to get even 

closer, and should it ever hit, it's been described by Gerrit Verschur, an 



American Scientist, as "the single most dangerous object known to 

humanity." 

"You won't be alive then," Becca stated confidently. "I wouldn't get too 

worried about that. Besides, by then, scientists will have figured out a way to 

divert the earth around the comet." 

"Don't you mean divert the comet?" I should know better than to ask her 

questions. 

"Of course not. We'll be able to fly the earth anywhere we want. Kinda like 

Toledo taking flight in James Blish's Cities in Flight trilogy. Or Atlantis 

flying, like in the Stargate Atlantis show that you're watching on tv right 

now." 

"You're reading my sci fi books? How did you like....wait, I don't want to 

know." 

So this week, be sure to go alien watching, which is how I describe watching 

for falling stars.  And remember what  Bill Cook, the head of NASA's 

Meteoroid Environment Office in Huntsville, Alabama, says about 

meteors:  "Every fireball lives only once." 

Seriously.  He actually said that. It's been a long time since I've been able to 

poke fun at NASA.  Kinda feels good. 
 

 

  

WHAT'S NEW!! 

From P&B (digital)  

  
  

  



  

  

 

 

 

From Moda -- digital (bright ones) & the rest are flannel:  

  

    

  

  

 

 

  

  

  



  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



  

  

 

 

 

 

 

From Timeless Treasures:   And before you say anything -- yes, we have a lot of 

dinosaur fabric, but the black skeleton one glows in the dark!  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

From Northcott:  



  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

From Henry Glass:   All flannels  

  

 

 

  

  


