
 
Easter Bunny 

 

SIGN UP FOR LONG ARM 

QUILTING CLASSES TODAY!  
 
Classes are on Wednesdays and Saturdays in April:  10:30-1:30; 2:30-

5:30, or 6-8:30.  Check the calendar for April dates.  Only 4 to a class. 
 

Rentals have started for those who have taken the class.  Tuesdays and 

Fridays, and a couple of Sunday rentals only for right now.  Check the 

April calendar for rentals on Sunday. 2 rentals times per day:  10:30-2 

and 2:30-6.  $25/hr or $85 for 3 1/2 hours.  $50 minimum.  Plus 

$5/bobbin for thread.  Most quilts (double and smaller), even for 

beginners, will take about 2 1/2-3 hours.  We will discuss what you plan 

to do on your quilt and will help you estimate how long it will take. 
 

 

 

March 30, 2018 
 

 

 

We celebrate Easter this Sunday. Some of us go to church, some of us 

hunt for eggs and some of us do both. 

  

Now, Easter eggs and rabbits go together, of course. Have you ever seen 

the Cadbury chocolate ad where the various animals are vying to become 

the spokes animal for Cadbury? The lion, wearing ridiculous bunny ears, 

roars; the cat meows and clucks; the tortoise just crawls very slowly; the 

llama makes weird sounds while trying to cluck; and the pig sounds like 

he is backward sneezing while trying to cluck. And of course, none are 

as cute & cuddly as the white rabbit who just clucks and hops. 

  

But how did we ever get to bunnies laying eggs/bringing eggs/hiding 



eggs at Easter? As a kid, I remember dying eggs and then being excited 

on Easter morning to hunt down the eggs the Easter bunny hid around 

the house. But I'm not sure I ever really thought about why rabbits 

delivered eggs. They just did.  

  

And then in 7
th

 grade (okay, by then I was already clued in), I had to 

write an Easter story for English class. I had no clue what to write, but 

my big brother did and it was hilarious. I don't remember his entire story 

but it involved my dad having to hide eggs, dropping them and cussing 

up a storm. The plot essentially revolved around a little kid learning the 

true meaning of the Easter Bunny. 

  

When I moved to Wyoming, I had friends in Colorado who hid eggs for 

their kids outside. That was new to me. Egg hiding and hunting were 

always done inside the house.  So outdoor egg hiding meant hats, coats, 

gloves, boots and flashlights. And staying up past midnight to make sure 

the kids were asleep. The problem with hiding eggs outside in a rural 

setting meant the kids weren't the only "critters" hunting eggs. We didn't 

always find all of the eggs. 

  

As the kids got older, the egg hunts became competitive and the adults 

joined the hunt. We hid eggs up trees, down gopher holes, under manure 

piles and in other hard to find and sometimes disgusting places.  

  

And then the "Easter Egg" hunting became even more adult. I had 

another set of friends who held an Easter Beer hunt on their acreage at 

Buford, WY. You had to donate a 6-pack of beer to the cause.  My 

friends hid the beer across several acres and the person who got the most 

points won a prize: canned beer was worth 1 point, bottles 5, craft or 

specialty beer 10, and anything found from a previous year was worth 25 

points. And Wyoming being Wyoming, especially in Buford at the top of 

the mountain, it was always freezing cold and really windy for the hunt. 

It was worth it.  

  

So while all of that explains how the Easter Bunny got to my house and 

the beer to Buford, how did the Easter Bunny get to the United States, in 

general?  We all know that Easter is both a sacred and pagan tradition-

spring being the unifying aspect. And we all know that spring impacts 

how all creatures multiply, especially rabbits, to put it delicately.  And 

we all know that hens lay eggs which are a sign of new life.  But it still 

doesn't explain the rabbit bit.  So we need to go further back in time than 

my childhood. 

 



Hundreds of years ago, some churches had their parishioners abstain 

from eating eggs during Lent and then allowing them to be consumed 

again on Easter.   This this in some ways sends a strange message, I 

think, and leads to the question, which came first the chicken or the egg 

or the Easter Bunny.  I'm just kidding.  But it does connect eggs with 

Easter.  But not yet the hare. 

 

And then comes the decorating of eggs, which eventually gets wrapped 

into the Easter Bunny tradition. According to History.com, in the 19th 

century Russian high society started exchanging ornately decorated eggs 

on Easter. And thus spawned the Faberge eggs, which were made during 

1885-1917, most were for the Russian Tsars Alexander III and Nicholas 

II who gave them as Easter gifts.  So now we have both eating eggs at 

Easter and decorating eggs at Easter.  But none of this explains how a 

rabbit got involved with decorating and delivering, let alone laying, eggs 

at Easter.  Or why the Cadbury bunny clucks. 

Apparently, the group that put the bunny into Easter was the Germans. In 

the 1700s, German immigrants who settled in Pennsylvania had a 

tradition of an egg-laying rabbit, called the Osterhase or Oscheter Haws. 

This hare may have also acted like a Santa Claus with a nice & naughty 

list: Good kids got candy & toys, bad kids probably had to hide the eggs. 

The children would make nests for the Osterhase to lay its colored eggs. 

I say "its," because I think the Easter Bunny is actually male, so I don't 

really have a clue as to how he gets his eggs. Actually there is more to 

that story, but I suggest you look it up. 

Anyway, the custom grew to include the Easter Bunny making home 

deliveries and including chocolate to boot. And baskets soon replaced 

nests. We now have egg rolling contests at the White House, an annual 

event started in 1878 when Rutherford B. Hayes was president. We have 

egg tossing contests; we have jelly beans which are just miniature 

colored candy eggs; we have Peeps and Peep dioramas; Easter Parades 

with fancy hats and fun songs; and Easter Beer Hunts.  

And to follow in this grand tradition, we are having a scavenger hunt at 

the store.  I know you were all wondering where part of this story was 

going.  Check out our Toad Toter sale (see below).  Everyone will be 

able to participate, but the Tote Toters have first dibs from 10-3. 

Happy Easter! 
 

 

 

 



 

 
Bl ue Moon -- Toad Toter Day!  

March 31  
Do we have a fun sale for the Blue Moon Toad Toters!   Because 

this is the second (blue moon) full moon day of the month, we do 
special things for our Toad Toters.   For those of you new to this, 

Toad Toters have purchased a bag with the shop logo on it -- the 
Toad in the Puddle quilt block (get it? -- Toad Toters).   On full 
moon days, Toad Toters get 20% off everything they can stuff 

into their bag.   (Unfortunately, I do not have a ny more bags for 
sale at the moment -- I will get more in soon.)  
 
Anyway, on Blue Moon full moons, we usually do something 
special for the Toad Toters   In addition to the 20% off, we are 

having a scavenger hunt.   We still have fabric that costs less than 
$9 a yard ($8.99 & under).   Any fabric that you find (not the 

"down the hall fabric" that's sale priced at $5/yard) that is less 
than $9, you can buy it for $5/yard.   Some of the fabric is easy to 
spot:   the Kona cottons are all $8/yard.   But that's the only hint 

you will get.  
 

The sale for the Toad Toters starts at 10 and will go all day.   For 
everyone who does not have a bag, you can join the fun at 3 

p.m.    
 
We also have a special spring time gift for every Toad Toter sale.   

So come by on Saturday for a good time, a fabric hunt and a 
welcome to spring gift.  

 

Springtime in the Rockies Shop Hop!  
April 20 - 21  



The Ranch, First National Bank 

Building, Loveland, CO  
 

Our theme for this year's quilt show is Modern Quilts and we are asking for your 

participation. Design your own modern quilt or use a commercial pattern that 

embraces the modern quilting movement. To participate, fill out an entry form and 

bring it to the shop  with your quilt by April 2.   Forms are available here, just ask me 

for one.   Quilts will hang at the Springtime in the Rockies Shop Hop at the Ranch, 

April 20 & 21. Gift Basket Prizes awarded: $400 1st, $300 2nd, and $200 3rd, 

selected by Viewer's Choice.  Quilts and prizes can be collected from me after the 

show.  

A few rules: Quilts must be made by entrant and made within the last 6 months.  

 

 
Our challenge this year is cats & dogs!   Big ones, little ones, funny ones, short ones, tall 

ones.   Design your ow n project or use a commercial pattern.   To participate, fill out an entry 
form (get from me) and bring it to the shop with your project by April 2.   Wallhangings, totes 
or other interpretations of cats and dogs no larger than 60" X 60" will be accepted.   Last year 
Tracy Wilson won!   Can we take home the prize again this year?!!!!  
 
Projects will hang at the Springtime in the Rockies Shop Hop at the Ranch, April 20 & 21.   
Gift Basket Prizes awarded:   $150 1 st ; $100 2 nd ; $50 3 rd,  selected by Viewer's Choice.   
Projects and prizes can be collected from me after the show.  

A few rules:  Projects must be made by entrant and made within the last 6 months.   

 

  

WHAT'S NEW!! 

Clothworks:  

      



      

      

 

   

These last two are panels (just the 

turtle & pelican) that are only half 

shown above.  

 

From Henry Glass:  

      



      

  

  

 

 

 

From Moda:  

  

    

  

    



  

  

 

 

 

From Benartex:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

From Henry Glass, the Nana Mae 30s collection:  

      



      

      

      

      

      



      

      

 

 

From 3 Wishes:  

   

    

  

  

    

 



      

  

  

 

From Northcott:  

  

  

  


