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For those of you only following Trump news, and it's hard not to, you may have missed some of
these important stories. Well, important might be too strong of a word. Interesting & weird might
be better adjectives.

Story #1: NASA and a Belgian research team discovered seven new planets this week. Now don't
go packing your bags just yet. The planets are in a constellation called Aquarius and are 40 light
years away. We're still years away from figuring out how to get to Mars, let alone some distant
constellation that was featured in a 1969 Bill Board hit song by the same name.

The exciting feature about these planets is their relationship with their star. They are in the right
orbits to suggest the possibility of water, which suggests the possibility of atmosphere. But we
won't know more until October 2018 when a new telescope gets launched. And to quote the song,
"when the moon is in the 7*" house and Jupiter aligns with Mars, then peace will guide the plants
and love will steer the stars" then the world will have "harmony and understanding" with "sympathy
and trust abounding" and there will be no more "falsehoods or derisions." Don't get

too excited. We're not talking about tomorrow or four years from now. Astrologers (not
astronomers) predict that the Age of Aquarius won't occur until 2062 to 2080. And we might,
actually by then, be able to travel to Aquarius to see for ourselves.

In other exciting science news, did you hear about the rock python that swallowed a porcupine?
Sounds like the beginning of a bad joke. Unfortunately for the python, it wasn't a joke. A cyclist in
South Africa found this python while he was out & about. The python had a big bulge in its middle,
and it was dead.

Now a python kills its prey by coiling around it and squeezing it to death and whatever this python
had eaten was big. Some speculated that it might have been a small warthog. Pythons are

big-up to 16 feet long-but there is only so much space inside to accommodate lunch and apparently
50 pounds of prey isn't an unusual meal for a big python.

But this snake ate a 30 pound porcupine-oh, you ask, how did they know what the,snake ate? Of
course, they cut it open. Remember the snake was already dead. B Ao i

The scientists think the quills might have had something to do with
the snake's demise. I can only think what it must be like to swallow
a pincushion, but I guess pythons routinely eat porcupines, so they
must know how to do it. The speculation is that this python fell off
a rocky cliff, and when it landed the porcupine's quills penetrated
the snake.

And I hope you are all following the adventures of April, the giraffe.
The Animal Adventure Park in New York has been live streaming the
impending birth of April's 4th baby. Now YouTube shut




the site down briefly because animal activists said the streaming violated YouTube's policy against

nudity and sexual content. Remember, we're talking giraffes here. They don't wear clothes. Well,
the shut down didn't last long, and the streaming is back up. This will be an impressive birth. I've
seen foals and calves born, but a baby giraffe weighs about 150 pounds and comes with 6 foot long
legs. I can't imagine.

And final news, remember that Sunday is Oscar night. The stars will all be aligned, the quills and
barbs from host Jimmy Kimmel will be prevalent, and I'm sure some of the winners will lay goose
eggs during their acceptance speeches. It's worth taping and watching on fast forward as needed.

A Challenge! Featuring 12 Bella Solids #modabellachallenge
Challenge Begins Feb 1,2017  Winners announced October 20, 2017

A Challenge! Featuring 12 Bella Solids
#modabellachallenge
To celebrate the 15th anniversary of Moda's Bella Solids Moda is hosting a challenge
inspired by Moda's leader, Mark Dunn's, passion for textiles and love of color!

Entries should have a contemporary feel and must include only 12 Bella Solids and a piece of
each must be used. Any type of piecing, quilting, embroidery, etc. may be used to create your
masterpiece. We have all of the solids, but 3, which are on back order.
Anyone can enter. Rules:
e Quilt must contain only the 12 Bella Solids and a piece of each must be used. Any type of
piecing, quilting, embroidery, etc. can be used to create a masterpiece.
Quilt(s) must measure 72 x 90.
Quilt(s) must be an original design.
Quilt must be quilted. No quilt tops will be accepted.
Quilt must be labeled with Maker's and Quilter's name, city and contact information.
Top 3 National winning quilt(s) will become the property of Moda Fabrics.

No limit to number of entries. International entries will be accepted.

Dates: February 1, 2017 - September 12, 2017

1. Digital image of quilt must be received no later than Tuesday, September 12. All the entries
will be judged. Six finalists will be chosen.

2. Finalist quilts must be mailed at owner's expense to Moda home office in Dallas for final
judging.

3. Moda will contact the 3 final winners on October 20th. The quilts will be on display in the Moda
Fabrics booth during Fall Quilt Market, 2017.

4. The prize money will be considered the purchased price of the three winning quilts. They will
become the property of Moda Fabrics.

The best for last:

*First Place - $5,000

*Second Place - $3,000

*Third Place - $2,000

* Purchase Awards - Quilts become the property of Moda Fabrics.




What Wind? Contest
If we have to put up with the wind, might as well have a little fun.

Contest Rules: 1) Design a "What Wind?" 12" finished block. Blocks can be pieced, appliqued, embroidered-
-your choice. It must finish at 12" (which means, unfinished it will be 12 1/2"). Block must be provided.

2) Provide a written pattern.

3) Deadline: March 15.

4) Blocks will be displayed in the shop and customers can vote for their favorite.

Now here's the fun part (if designing a block wasn’t fun enough :))

Everyone who enters will be able to get the patterns from all the other entrants. Each entrant will also
select a charity of her choice, to be written on a slip of paper & put into a bowl. On March 18, National
Quilt Day, several things will happen: A Viewer's Choice Award of $25 gift certificate will be awarded,

patterns of all the blocks will be given to entrants, and we'll draw for the favorite charity.

My job, after the contest, will be to put together all blocks into a quilt. This quilt will then be given to the
favorite charity as a raffle/fund raiser.

Make sense? All clear? It's Friday the 13th and all sorts of odd things have been happening, so I'm sure |
left out some important detail. If you have questions, just ask.

WHAT'S NEW!!
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February 2017

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Saturday

1 Hand

quilting 1-3

Beginning
Quilt 6-8:30

2
Camden
Bagl-4

4BOM 10:30-
11:30
Eleanor
Burns: Stars
Across
America 1-4
Monthly Mini
4-6

5 CLOSED

6

Eleanor
Burns:
Stars
Across
America
1-4

8 Beginning
Quilt 6-8:30

O Knit

Pickers’
Club 6-
8:30

10 an

Things
Christmas
1-4

Full
Moon

11Embroidery
Club 10-noon
Camden
Bagl-4

12 Beginning
Quilt 1-4

13

14

Valentine's
Day

1 5 Back

Basting 1-3
Beginning
Quilt 6-8:30

16
Camden
Bagl-4

17

Open
Sewl-4

18 Lone Star
10:30-4

19 Beginning
Quilt 1-4

20

Presidents’

Day

22

Beginning
Quilt 6-8:30

23

24

Wild
Orchid
Raven
Quilt 2-4

Friday
Mighters
5:30 -7

25 Camden
Bagl-4

26 Beginning
Quilt 1-4

27

English
Paper
Piecing 2-4

Color of the
month: Red




4ABom 10:30-
11:30

Eleanor Burns:
Stars Across
America 1-4
Monthly Mini 4-
6

5 CLOSED ] ] Embroidery

Club 10-noon
Fat Quarter Fun 1-
6

1 2 1 8 Lone Star

Beginning 10:30-4
Quilt1-4
Full Moon

19 25 Tennessee

Beginning Waltz 10:30-5
Quilt 1-4

Color of the
month: Green
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HAND EMBROIDERY CLUB
If you want to learn to hand embroider or just brush up your technique, join us on the second Saturday of the month
from 10 to noon. We provide free vintage patterns, and this year we will have free patterns of girls with hats, that you
can embroider, embellish and color. Each month Kathy Sconce shows us a new stitch to try, plus, she guides us through
thread choices, how to knot, fabrics to use, and tracing techniques.
khkkkkhkkkhkhkhkhkhkhkhhkkkkhkkhkhkhkhks

Knit Pickin' Club
This is another get-together class to sit & knit, work on our projects, share information and get some help. We will
share techniques, suggest patterns, but mainly we'll sit & knit (or pick).

Toad Toters

On full moon days (as noted in the calendar) you will get 20% off all purchases (not otherwise discounted) that you can
fit in your bag. You must bring your bag to participate.
Full Moon Days: Jan 12, Feb 10, March 12, April 11, May 10.

Discount Policy
We will honor only one discount -- whichever is largest. You can't combine a 10% with a 25% discount to get a 35%
discount. On this we can't be bribed.

Color of the Month
January purple, February red, March green, April yellow, May neutrals/beiges/whites.

Join the fun and come feel the difference of quality fabrics.

Happy quilting!

Sincerely, Barbara Boyer
Around the Block
307-433-9555
www.aroundtheblockguilts.com



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dvyHMe_dNv2w5I-ZaFWywSIYnVlwliFNtD0-7eSnQ7Fmy8zK53RjxRNCwGxdx-YN3YGjDTXTMzHh8CPWtvQZuo_oqzJm37zSRiaUwrNQuRDZY3KRawhU2BRK3-obcgYOE80rz3_D69a9OyXbeHG8PbGbq_XsTXhoEfZmfkOFD8mPKHcPgWZjlm2uf4_QhTfd&c=n0E1fc0rLcRG3LGL4-0rCdJ2fQHyzcjpNgVoG8ClKXBBr8y7mDJ_6g==&ch=5VJatShNHeJrTnqbpF8exhzM0rG9N7qA_B96hPZuTnaVKLd4wd925g==

