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This story is about broken toilet seat lids in Yellowstone. | know, not what you were

expecting, given the weather, wind, snow, ice, etc. But it's pointless to talk about all the

blown over semison | -25, or the ice in the parking lots, or the 5 different weather models
that don't quite get it right for Cheyenne, or the Accuweather forecasts that tell you the

snow will stop in 4 minutes 15 minutes ago. It's winter. We have 5 more months of this.

No, | want to talk about cross cultural miscommunications an d | want to preface this story
by saying I'm not poking fun at any cultures -other than the culture of making signs.

I learned about cross cultural communication during an interim course at Hastings College.
Actually, it was just a holiday trip to Venezu ela to visit a friend, but we talked the
professors into giving us credit for the trip. To be fair, the interim term (January) is

designed to allow students to travel -granted, that travel usually involves professors and a
connection to some discipline: art (go to museums), biology (go scuba diving somewhere),
literature (travel to England, which as we all know is where Shakespeare came from),

history (travel to Russia). You get the idea.



Because neither of spoke Spanish, our options were limited as to wha t we could
reasonably study. The Spanish teacher suggested that we study cross cultural
communication: US vs Venezuela. And he gave us some things to watch out for.

For example, the etiquette of not standing in line, like at a bank to get a check

cashed . Our professor told us that in some Latin American countries the banks first check

to see if there is enough money in an account. That can take time (remember this story

comes out of the 1970s). Instead of waiting in line, customers loiter away from the t eller
window, so others can come to the window for their business. Americans stand in line to

wait, normalcy for the US. So an American standing in line in a Latin American country

can get elbowed out of the way by an irritated local. Both individuals thi  nk the other is
rude, when instead it's just a different approach.

So our task was to observe different customs in order to make us wiser in the ways of

other cultures. In actuality, we had a good holiday, took pictures and basically learned
how our host family celebrated the Christmas/New Year's holidays. And | got sunburned

on the last day when we went to the beach where | learned to body surf. But | am a better
international traveler as a result of that class. | don't always assume that my way is the
right way.

So what does this have to do with broken toilets in Yellowstone? | knew you were

wondering. It turns out that most of these toilets were in a high use area where tour buses
unloaded -Asian tour buses. Can you see where this is going? Public restrooms in China

typically don't have seats  -you squat and aim for a hole.

"They're used to squatting on the toilets," a spokesman said. "T hat's a cultural expectation
in China for a public restroom, which is obviously very different from our expectations."

And that's how the toilet seat lids got broken. 42 of them.

Get the picture? Can you imagine the balancing act that must take place when you try to
stand on the lid of a toilet. I've never tried it, but | have sat on some lids that shift

because the hinges are a bit unstable. | can't imagine trying to stand on one -- 1 don't think
my bionic knees would bend that far. And | don'teven wantt o think about aiming, if you
get my drift.

But now comes the funny part -because | clearly do not want to make fun of the cross

cultural miscommunication that is going on here. The funny part is: the Park is going to

make signs demonstrating the proper way to use American toilets. Because unlike being

observant in a bank & discovering that lines are impractical, in a restroom you typically
don't get to watch what other people do. So a foreigner's confusion as to what to do in an
American restroom is understa ndable.

| can't wait to see what they come up with. So next year, if you visit Yellowstone, don't be
surprised to find a sign demonstrating the proper way to use American toilets. Yup. | can't
wait to see the pictures. | may just have to go to Yellowst one to see for myself.
And you wonder why there are signs on lawn mowers that tell you not to put your fingers
inside the blades when they are turning. Let's not even imagine what must have
happened to make that sign happen.



FABRIC IS HERE!
LITTLE HOUSE ON THE PRAIRIE

QUILTS!

We will be highlighting 5 quilts (see 4 of them below) to go

with the Little House collection. In the store, you will see a

Log Cabin quilt (sample is done with on of the first

Thimbleberries collection); a Bear's Paw quilt (done with  Smithsonian fabrics); a Flying
Geese quilt (done with Downton Abbey fabrics) and a Churn Dash -- in Little House fabics,

and a 9 -patch done in Little House fabrics.

Fabric will be $11.80 per yard. Fat quarter bundles of the Flowers: $69. Waln ut Grove:
$54. Icons: $36. Bundle of all fats: $159.

If you are interested in getting any of the fabrics, we will take pre paid orders. Fat quarter
bundles will do at least two quilts. Additional fabrics will needed for borders and
backgrounds.
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WHAT'S NEW!!

From Free Spirit:

L4 S

From Red Rooster:
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From Quilting Treasures:

From Free Spirit, Tim Holtz:

A kit!



