Favorite quotes from the Dowager Countess of Downton Abbey:
VIOLET, COUNTESS OF GRANTHAM
You're lucky. I have a horrible feeling Simmons is about to hand in her notice. She's
looking very fidgety lately, and I saw her hurrying to meet the postman.
CORA, COUNTESS OF GRANTHAM
Oh, you poor thing. Is there anything worse than losing one's maid?
VIOLET, COUNTESS OF GRANTHAM
I mean, why would she want to leave me? I've been as gentle as a lamb.
[Cora gives Violet a dubious look as a servant brings them tea.]
VIOLET, COUNTESS OF GRANTHAM
Most of the time.

June 6, 2014
I felt like I had walked into a bad April Fool's joke. This falls under the category of, who
knew?
So my riding lawn mower needs a new battery. Should be pretty simple, right? So the
first store (that was a clue, BTW) I went to didn't have batteries. They sell lawn
mowers, but apparently not riding ones and not batteries. Strike 1. The next day you've got to realize that I try to do these chores on the way to the shop and I have a
limited time frame - I go to the store where I bought the riding lawn mower many years
ago. They don't sell the batteries in the same place where they sell the mowers.
Apparently it's not a replacement part. You have to go to the car shop for the lawn
mower battery.
The clerk had 2 different ones, but she asks me whether I had a right handed or left
handed battery. And that's when I thought I had walked into a bad April Fool's joke. My
reply: Seriously? And my next thought was, can't you just turn it around? But clearly I
don't know anything about these things.
So then she says she can sell me one and take the chance it is correct, or she can sell
me two, but then I'll have to come back to return the one I don't need. "I want to save
you a trip," she explains. And I'm thinking to myself, "I gotta make a trip back home
one way or the other." She doesn't offer to look up my model on line or provide any
other assistance, other than to suggest I look online. Why do sales people do that? She
must not be working on any kind of a commission, I guess. Anyway, since I've
scheduled only 30 minutes for this trip: Strike 2.
Strike 3 came a couple more days later. And you realize that the grass keeps growing,
right? Anyway, this time I figure I'll try a battery shop. And I come armed with the type
of battery I need, the operator's manual and info gleaned from the internet, including
an article that told me, "One of the most critical functions of a riding lawn mower

battery is to provide the power to start the lawn mower." After I picked myself up off
the floor, I read the next sentence: "Another function is to operate the many electronic
controls of the lawn mower."
The rest of the article wasn't much better. Nothing about right & left handed batteries,
nothing about federal regulations, nothing about amps, cold cranking or not, no
warnings about not crossing wires or laying the wrench across the battery terminals unless you want to see something explode. No useful information other than to have
the brand and model number because "you may be able to directly replace the battery
with the same make and model number. Check your local home improvement store to
see if it is still sold there." You need to read that last bit out loud in a first grade school
teacher voice. Or maybe Martha Stewart's voice, although she probably runs her riding
lawn mower on potatoes that she has grown herself and she doesn't need to buy
batteries.
Anyway, now much more informed than on the last two tries, I get to the battery shop
and the young sales clerk is outside talking with his girlfriend who is sitting in a car in
the parking lot. I know this because as I walk into the store, he hustles in after me.
So - and remember I'm in a battery shop - he asks me what I'm looking for. I couldn't
resist. I look around the store and say, "A battery." Then I relent and tell him I need a
battery for my riding lawn mower and I show him the specs in the manual and tell him I
know the positive node is on the right side. I'm feeling pretty smug about this,
meaning, pretty smart. I've done my required internet research. And he's nodding like
I've intelligently given him everything he needs to supply my need. He brings out a
battery, then asks if I have the core.
And I go, "What?" "Did you bring the core in?" Now, I've never heard that word used for
a battery, but I figured that was what he was talking about, but because I don't like
secret agent spy words for things involving riding lawn mowers, I looked straight at him
and said, "What's a core?"
He explains that I get money back if I bring in the old battery, and rattles on about
federal regulations, then says he could sell me this one, and provide a refund later, but
he didn't want me to make - you got it - two trips. Sigh. So I said I'd go fetch the old
battery and he said he'd just hold this battery for me, and I said, better not, it'll be a
few days before I can come back. I didn't tell him my 30 minutes window was gone.
This should not be that difficult. So now I'm going to a different battery store. This time
a local, home grown store. And I will take in my old battery. And I'll get the model
number of the tractor off the tractor-just in case the owner's manual doesn't list it. And
I should be riding around this weekend, drinking beer and mowing grass.
It's officially summer!
P.S. In case you're wondering about my refrigerator, I didn't have to shoot it. The
repair guy came out, took one look at the back of the frig, and told me all he had to do
was wrap the metal joint thingy on the water hose with bubble wrap. Bubble wrap. I
could have done that. Another one for the category of, who knew?
P.S. I won't bore you with the details of "how to get the old battery unscrewed from
the lawn mower" because it falls under the category of "Removing Old Lawn Mower
Batteries for Really Dumb Dummies 101."

WORLD WIDE KNIT IN PUBLIC DAY AND
SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL DUCK DERBY WITH
PILLOW CASES!

Okay, I'm combining two different events, but it's June. What can you
do?

First: WWKIP day. Bring your lawn chairs, knitting, snacks, water and
sunscreen to the shop and be prepared to knit in public from 1-5. We'll
sit outside the shop and demonstrate our proficiency at knitting. In
others words, we'll just sit & knit in public. This is a world wide event
that happens each year, for a week. This year from June 14 through
June 22. It's the largest knitter run event in the world, according to the
WWKIP site, celebrating knitting and other fiber arts. And that's where
the quilting part comes in.
Second: Duck Derby. Youth Alternatives holds a Duck Derby during
Super Days. We will be selling ducks for you to "adopt" for the event.
1,000 ducks will be available for adoption: A single duck is $5, a quack
of ducks (5) is $20, and a flock of 'em is $100 (20). All 1,000 ducks,
sold or not, are released and they swim down a slide. The one crossing
the finish line first, wins. Essentially that's how it works.
So why adopt a rubber duck, you ask? Proceeds benefit Special Friends
and Youth Alternatives. PLUS--there is always a plus -- by adopting a
duck you are entered to win all sorts of prizes, from cash awards to
movie tickets to restaurants gift cards.
In addition, from 1-5 we're holding a Pillow Case Party to benefit Youth
Alternatives & Special Friends. For every pillow case kit sold, Around the
Block will donate $5 to YA & SF. Plus, anyone who makes a pillow case
(or two or more) and donates it/them to YA & SF, Around the Block will
adopt a duck in your name. We even have duck fabric that would make
cute duck pillow cases. All donated pillow cases will be sold at Duck
Derby for YA & SF. So how many pillow cases can we make in 4 hours?
And for extra excitement, the Duck may come to the shop on the 14th to
help promote Duck Derby. You don't want to miss the Duck.

Bucking Horse and Rider fans!
I got to see the fabric live in person this week. And the Moss and Buckskin fabrics are
startling beautiful. And I have learned there is no more to be had. I will be able to order in
October for more fabric in all 6 colors, delivery date in May. But if we don't get enough
orders placed, for any one color, Hoffman won't be able to print that color.
So if you haven't yet placed an order and want the fabric, don't wait until it gets here. It may
sell out before it arrives.
If you want to put the BH&R on backs or borders of quilts, you must think in yardage. 2-3
yards for borders (depending on size of quilt) and 5-10 yards for backing. You may want to
make curtains, pillow cases, purses, skirts, chair covers, pillows, aprons, napkins, t-towels.
Call me and let me know approximately how much yardage you want. I have started taking
payments now with any pre order. Fabric should arrive in late June, in time for traveling
tourists. Just so you know. Price will be $12.50 per yard.
Left to right: Bison, Saddle, Moss, Buckskin, Palomino, Denim
Yardage still available, 6-6-14:
Bison --sold out; 20 Saddle; 47 Moss; Denim--sold out; 61 Buckskin; 60 Palomino.

WHAT'S NEW!!
From Moda:

Blenders from Quilting Treasures:

Chillingsworth from Andover: We will be kitting this with a free pattern (first image
below):

Bertie's Year: a 12 block pattern set, one for each month. We don't have all the
patterns in yet, and I'm still waiting on the fabric. We will kit these once everything
gets here. If you are interested in a full set, please let me know.

From Clothworks:

June Classes & Special Events
Abode Challenge Mon. June 2-Aug. 9 $5 to enter
Make a quilt interpreting the word "abode" and you'll be entered to win a $25 gift
certificate. But there's a catch, as always! You must come into the shop and choose one
(free) fat (from a sack, with your eyes closed) to use in your quilt. You must use a
recognizable portion of the chosen fat in your quilt. The quilt may be any size and the
top must be submitted by August 9. Tops only will qualify. All entries will be displayed
in my booth at the Cheyenne Heritage Quilt Show. If you need ideas, just ask.
Block of the Month
Sat. June 7, 10:30-11:15 FREE Barb Boyer
Join at any time. You get a free fat quarter if you come to class with the previous
month's completed block. This year we're making a Christmas Quilt -shaped like a tree.
Each month will feature a different block, mostly 12" finished blocks.

Monthly Minis First Saturday of the Month, Jan-Dec. 4-6 ongoing

Beginning Quilting
Sun. 1-4, June 8, 15, 29; July 13, 20, 27; Aug. 10

OR
Wednesdays: 1-4 OR 6-8:30 June 11, 18, 25; July 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
$65
Barb Boyer
This comprehensive 8-week course will introduce to you almost everything you need to
know about piecing a quilt top. Along the way you will learn about color, batting,
thread, machines and various techniques to give you the skills to make almost any
quilt.
Learn to Knit Socks, cont. Mon. June 9, 1:30-3:30 OR 6-8:30 $20 Carol Moler
We'll finish our socks by learning how to do the toes.
Park Bench Sampler Thurs. June 12, 26; July 17, 31 Barb Boyer $20
This quilt uses 2 special rulers, the Hex N' More and the Sidekick rulers. There are 8
different blocks and we will cover 2 blocks per class. In August, we will schedule a
finishing class to put the whole quilt together.
Knit Pickin' Club Thurs. June 12, 6-8:30 Carol Moler
Every second Thursday, we're getting together to practice our knitting. The Club is open
to all skill levels. We want to share what we've learned, find new patterns, and simply
just sit and knit. You can start simply by making a dishcloth. Carol will teach you the
essentials to get you started. For those of you who already know how to knit, you can
still join the club--it's time for you to simply sit & knit & share ideas.
Hand Embroidery Club Sat. June 14, 10-noon FREE Kathy Sconce
(Club normally meets the 2nd Sat. of each month from 10-noon)
This year we're stitching "penny squares" using simple drawings that we create! During
class we will draw various designs and stitch them on 5" squares. Each month we will
learn new stitches and trade designs and ideas. Then these 5" squares can be made
into a sampler quilt, or stitched into a "book" of stitches. You will also make your own
notebooks so you can keep your squares, ideas, floss, needles & scissors in one place.
You can join anytime.

SATURDAY JUNE 14
WORLD WIDE KNIT IN PUBLIC DAY AND
SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL DUCK DERBY WITH
PILLOW CASES!
Hand Applique Club
Thursday June 19 6-8:30 free
Every 3rd Thursday, we're getting together to practice our hand applique skills. The
Club is open to all skill levels. We want to share what we've learned, find new patterns,
and simply just sit and sew. More and more patterns are showing applique work, and
while sometimes you can just fuse it down, learning how to hand applique is a
wonderful skill that can be carried anywhere you go.
Downton Abbey Fix Mon. June 16, 30; July 21; Aug. 18, 25 1-5 $20
Work on your Downton Abbey quilts, pillow cases, table runners - you name it. I'll
provide assistance on the sampler quilt that I've provided patterns for, but you can
work on any project you like.

Friday Nighters Fri. June 27 5:30-?
$10 Barb Boyer
This class will help you get organized for Christmas 2014 -- or just help you get things
done. You give me a list of your "to dos" or unfinished projects you want to finish and
then each month I check off what you've completed. Trust me. If you need incentive to
stay on track, this is it. You can bring your sewing machine or do hand work.
Market Tote Bag Sat. June 28 10:30-4 $20 Sue Frerich
Make this cute tote bag, just in time for Farmer's Market--we all should be carrying
reusable tote bags for all of our shopping. You'll want to make more than one. Pattern
is free

July Classes & Special Events
Beginning Quilting
Sun. 1-4, June 8, 15, 29; July 13, 20, 27; Aug. 10

OR
Wednesdays: 1-4 OR 6-8:30 June 11, 18, 25; July 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
$65
Barb Boyer ongoing
Block of the Month
Sat. July 5, 10:30-11:15 FREE
Join at any time. You get a free fat quarter if you come to class with the previous
month's completed block. This year we're making a Christmas Quilt -shaped like a tree.
Each month will feature a different block, mostly 12" finished blocks.
Monthly Minis First Saturday of the Month, Jan-Dec. 4-6 Barb Boyer $20
ongoing
One Block Wonder Sat. July 5; Aug. 2 1-5 $20 Barb Boyer NEW TIME
One Block Wonder quilts are a kaleidoscope styled quilt. They are similar to a Stack &
Whack, but cut and constructed a little differently. In the first class we will choose fabric
(if you haven't done so already) and we will cut and begin arranging the quilt. In the
second class we will finish stitching the rows together and discuss border treatments.
Knit Pickin' Club Thur. July 10, 6-8:30
Every second Thursday, we're getting together to practice our knitting. The Club is open
to all skill levels. We want to share what we've learned, find new patterns, and simply
just sit and knit. You can start simply by making a dishcloth. Carol will teach you the
essentials to get you started. For those of you who already know how to knit, you can
still join the club--it's time for you to simply sit & knit & share ideas.
Hand Embroidery Club
Sat. July 12, 10-11:30 FREE
(Club normally meets the 2nd Sat. of each month from 10-noon)
This year we're stitching "penny squares" using simple drawings that we create! During
class we will draw various designs and stitch then on 5" squares. Each month we will
learn new stitches and trade designs and ideas. Then these 5" squares can be made
into a sampler quilts, or stitched into a "book" of stitches. You will also make your own
notebooks so you can keep your squares, ideas, floss, needles & scissors in one place.
You can join anytime.
TENTATIVE: Basic Cast on and Bind Offs Mon. July 15 Carol Moler $20
We will learn different methods of casting on and binding off. If you need a little help or
want to learn a new technique, this is the class for you. Class times will be posted.

Quilt Wyoming, LCCC Campus
July 10-12
Park Bench Sampler Thurs. June 12, 26; July 17, 31 Barb Boyer $20
This quilt uses 2 special rulers, the Hex N' More and the Sidekick rulers. There are 8
different blocks and we will cover 2 blocks per class. In August, we will schedule a
finishing class to put the whole quilt together.
Take 5 Cowboy Quilt Sat. July 19, 10:30-5 $20 Barb Boyer
Take 5 is a fun and fast quilt to make on a Saturday afternoon. And we have lots of new
western fabrics that will get you into the mood for Frontier Days - even if you'd rather
be on the beach instead of in town. Just kidding. If you need a quick quilt project and
have not yet made a Take 5 quilt, this is the perfect quilt class.
Downton Abbey Fix
Mon. June 16, 30; July 21; Aug. 18, 25 1-5 $20
Work on your Downton Abbey quilts, pillow cases, table runners - you name it. I'll
provide assistance on the sampler quilt that I've provided patterns for, but you can
work on any project you like.

Hare Brained Jungle Walk Applique Quilt Sat. July
26 , 10-5 $30 Sue Frerich

Giraffes in high heels? Zebras is snow shoes? Snake on a
skateboard? Each jungle animal is decked out in sneakers,
roller skates, spats and crocs - for the crocodile, of course.
This cute quilt is fused and then you can have fun decorating
the shoes with laces and fur.
Friday Nighters

Fri. July 25, 5:30-9 $10 (one time fee
for year)
This class will help you get organized for Christmas 2014 -- or
just help you get things done. You give me a list of your "to
dos" or unfinished projects you want to finish and then each
month I check off what you've completed. Trust me. If you
need incentive to stay on track, this is it. You can bring your
sewing machine or do hand work.

August Classes & Special Events
Block of the Month
Sat. Aug. 2, 10:30-11:15 FREE
Join at any time. You get a free fat quarter if you come to class with the previous
month's completed block. This year we're making a Christmas Quilt -shaped like a tree.
Each month will feature a different block, mostly 12" finished blocks.
Monthly Minis First Saturday of the Month, Jan-Dec. 4-6 Barb Boyer $20
ongoing
Monday Morning Quilts Aug. 4 Free, if you buy that month's kit Sue Frerich
Each month we will feature quilts from the Fons & Porter Love of Quilting magazine or
other fun quilts. From Fons & Porter, we will choose one of the quilts from the magazine
and make limited kits. In class, we will show you how to put the quilt together and you
will have time to get started. Quilts will be big or small or in between. August's quilt is
the cover quilt from the book Sweet and Simple Sewing - it looks like a box of colored
pencils.

Beginning Quilting
Sun. 1-4, June 8, 15, 29; July 13, 20, 27; Aug. 10

OR
Wednesdays: 1-4 OR 6-8:30 June 11, 18, 25; July 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
$65
Barb Boyer ongoing
Hand Embroidery Club
Sat. Aug. 9, 10-11:30 FREE Kathy Sconce
(Club normally meets the 2nd Sat. of each month from 10-noon)
This year we're stitching "penny squares" using simple drawings that we create! During
class we will draw various designs and stitch then on 5" squares. Each month we will
learn new stitches and trade designs and ideas. Then these 5" squares can be made
into a sampler quilts, or stitched into a "book" of stitches. You will also make your own
notebooks so you can keep your squares, ideas, floss, needles & scissors in one
place. Join anytime.
Learn to Felt a Hat! Sat. Aug. 9, 1-5 (ish)
We are still working out the details, but I want to learn to felt a hat and the
first step is getting the right materials and patterns. So we are taking a field
trip to Laramie for Step 1. Step 2 will be scheduled for September on our
regular knitting day, Sept.8, 2nd Monday. Call to the shop for more details.
Knit Pickin' Club Thur. Aug. 14, 6-8:30
Every second Thursday, we're getting together to practice our knitting. The Club is open
to all skill levels. We want to share what we've learned, find new patterns, and simply
just sit and knit. You can start simply by making a dishcloth. Carol will teach you the
essentials to get you started. For those of you who already know how to knit, you can
still join the club--it's time for you to simply sit & knit & share ideas.

Cheyenne Heritage Quilt Show
August 14-16 United Methodist Church
Knit Pickin' Club Thur. Aug. 14, 6-8:30
Every second Thursday, we're getting together to practice our knitting. The Club is open
to all skill levels. We want to share what we've learned, find new patterns, and simply
just sit and knit. You can start simply by making a dishcloth. Carol will teach you the
essentials to get you started. For those of you who already know how to knit, you can
still join the club--it's time for you to simply sit & knit & share ideas.
Downton Abbey Fix Mon. June 16, 30; July 21; Aug. 18, 25 1-5 $20
Work on your Downton Abbey quilts, pillow cases, table runners - you name it. I'll
provide assistance on the sampler quilt that I've provided patterns for, but you can
work on any project you like.
Hand Applique Club
Thursday Aug. 21 6-8:30 free
Every 3rd Thursday, we're getting together to practice our hand applique skills. The
Club is open to all skill levels. We want to share what we've learned, find new patterns,
and simply just sit and sew. More and more patterns are showing applique work, and
while sometimes you can just fuse it down, learning how to hand applique is a
wonderful skill that can be carried anywhere you go.
Storm at Sea Aug. 23 10:30-5 $20 Sue Frerich
This classic pattern is one everyone should learn. But we all hesitate because of the
dreaded: Triangles. It's really not that hard. Let Sue walk you through making the
storm at sea block and you'll have a beautiful, classic quilt for your bed.

Pillow Case Party Sun. Aug. 24 1-4 FREE
If you've never made a pillow case, or just want some time to sew a pillow case, this
class is for you. This is a great mother/daughter styled class and pillow cases make
great presents!
Friday Nighters Fri. Aug. 29, 5:30-9 $10 (one time fee for year)
This class will help you get organized for Christmas 2014 -- or just help you get things
done. You give me a list of your "to dos" or unfinished projects you want to finish and
then each month I check off what you've completed. Trust me. If you need incentive to
stay on track, this is it. You can bring your sewing machine or do hand work.
HAND APPLIQUE CLUB
This is a get-together & stitch class. Many of us are trying hand applique these days-patterns are calling for a lot more applique. The club is designed for quilters who
already do some hand applique, but beginners are welcome as well. We will share
techniques, suggest patterns, talk about threads and, in general, just stitch. A little
quiet time away from the distractions of home is what we need to get our projects
done.
*****************************************
HAND EMBROIDERY CLUB
If you want to learn to hand embroider or just brush up your technique, join us on the
second Saturday of the month from 10 to noon. We provide free vintage patterns, and
this year we will have free patterns of girls with hats, that you can embroider, embellish
and color. Each month Kathy Sconce shows us a new stitch to try, plus, she guides us
through thread choices, how to knot, fabrics to use, and tracing techniques.
**************************************
Knit Pickin' Club
This is another get-together class to sit & knit, work on our projects, share information
and get some help. We will share techniques, suggest patterns, but mainly we'll sit &
knit (or pick).
Toad Toters
On full moon days (as noted in the calendar) you will get 20% off all purchases (not
otherwise discounted) that you can fit in your bag. You must bring your bag to
participate.
Full Moon Days: June 13, July 12, Aug. 10
Discount Policy
We will honor only one discount -- whichever is largest. You can't combine a 10% with
a 25% discount to get a 35% discount. On this we can't be bribed.
Color of the Month
June Flowers, July Christmas, August Black & White
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